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A Message from Tom Kirsch

ETI National President

Hello to all.

The October ETI National Board Meeting was held via phone conference 
on the 19th. We discussed our plans for next year as well as the rest of 
this year. Nothing really going for the rest of the year. We are In good shape fi nancially as I explained 
in last months message.

The election for the board is moving right along. Results are on page X.    

The Terry Kaiser trail trials were held on the 17th of this October, and we had a great turn out. Becky 
and Corral 20 did a outstanding job. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped put the event on. This 
was a hard one to do. We really need more volunteers next time!!

I want to wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving, and hopefully next year will be much better than this 
year.

Stay safe and look out for each other.

Tom

ETI SPECIAL EVENTS CHAIRPERSONS

ETI MOUNTED ASSISTANCE UNIT:  Coordinator:  Jean Chadsey  (909) 967-2065  Jeanieac@aol.com
2020 SPRING RIDE  (October 4-10):  Kelli Land horseqrtrs@yahoo.com  Jeanie Gonzalez  gilnjean@pacbell.net
2020 CONVENTION:  Co-Chairs: Nikki Ahten nmahten@gmail.com Jeanie Gonzalez  gilnjean@pacbell.net
ETI TRAIL RIDER AWARD PROGRAM (TRAP):  Carol Elliott  (760) 963-8209  happy2appy@yahoo.com
ETI TRAIL TRIALS PROGRAM:  ETI Offi  ce (818) 698-6200   offi  ce@etinational.com
ETI HIGH POINT SHOW PROGRAM:  On Hiatus

National Board Meeting
November 16 at 7pm
Foothill Trails District

Neighborhood Council Offi  ce
9747 Wheatland Ave.

(Corner of Wheatland & Sunland)
Join us!

On Corral 22’s fi rst ride that wasn’t 
cancelled since March, 22 riders 
went on a 3.5 hour ride through 
the Ventura River preserve and 
Wills Canyon. Photo submitted by 
Corey Hallmark, Corral 22.
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Find the Special Content that comes with a Digital Magazine!

If you‛re reading this online, look for active links and surprise “easter eggs”! 

When you see these, click for a link. 

 When you see this symbol, click for a surprise!

Mounted Assistance Unit (MAU) Program Update

The MAU’s have not been conducting 
their regular meetings due to the recent 
circumstances. Yet we are still calling the 
local parks with any concerns or situations 
on the trail that may be reportable.  We 
would like to encourage all riders and park 

users to also call into the local park if concerned about 
something seen on the trail.  

The hospitality of horse people is never ending.  When 
camping at O’Neill park, we passed by ETI Corral 357 - 
James’ house, such a wonderful conversation about the 
local trails.  Well, it just got better as we were returning to 
the camp grounds and passed James’ house again.  James 
off ered to take us the next day on the trail to Cook’s Corner 
(biker bar).  What a wonderful ride and history lesson from 
James.  Thank you so much…my apologies we never got 
your last name. 

Let’s all be 
proactive in 
keeping our 
parks safe 
places to ride 
and hike.  

The LA County 
Trails app has 
been very 
useful.  Find 
it at trails.
lacounty.gov.

Want to learn 
more?

There are three 
MAU's which patrol the LA County Parks on horseback, if you 
are interested in joining, the contact e-mails are listed below.

Bonelli MAU - kbarro@msn.com
Whittier Narrows MAU - Kteamthompson@aol.com
Walnut Creek MAU - schaubcindi@aol.com

Jean A. Chadsey
ETI - MAU Coordinator

Jeanieac@aol.com 
(909) 967-2065

t’ ll b

rol the LA County Parks on horseback if you
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No further National events this year.

Corral 37/Thousand Oaks
4 show series April-October

Contact: Sharyn Henry (805) 795-6493
redhatcowgirl@yahoo.com

Series fi nished for 2020

Corral 101/Hansen Dam
5 show series - February - October  

Contact: Kim Estrada (818) 497-4730 
rockbacknzip@aol.com

Remaining 2020 Show Schedule 
cancelled due to Covid

Corral 118/Simi Horse Shows
SVAC Western & English Shows, Thousand 

Oaks Contact:  Taylor Stephens
 (805) 432-6983 

taystephens98@gmail.com
2020 Show Schedule 

cancelled due to Covid

Corral 37/Thousand Oaks
Saddle Series- 6 shows; April – November

Contact: Raquel Brusher
jrmisseti@yahoo.com

Corral 43/Riverside Rancheros
Gymkhana   Call Lyn  (951) 780-7208

Corral 210
Monthly play days third Sunday of 

each month, Gibson Ranch, Sunland 
Contact: Jeanette Provolt (818) 472-6537        

countryatheart.jp@verizon.net

When a Corral plans a 
ride at Vasquez Rocks, 

as a courtesy, please call 
the Rangers 

(661) 268-0840

November 1/Corral 43
Gymkhana, Riverside Rancheros Contact: 

Lyn Morris lyn4539@earthlink.net

November 3-13/Corral 14
Death Valley drive (60 miles) Contact: Sue 

Martzolf (760) 662-6102

November 7/Corral 35
Trails Day Big Dalton Canyon, Glendora 
Contact:  Dottie Hilliard (626) 335-7112 

equidot@aol.com

November 7/Corral 37
Gymkhana/Holiday Extravaganza, 

Thousand Oaks Contact: Raquel Brusher 
jrmisseti@yahoo.com

November 7/Corral 83
Wild Hope Clinic Contact: 

Amber McGee (661) 547-3982

November 7/Corral 88
Trail ride, Deer Haven, Pinon Hills 

Contact: Deborah Jasper 
deborah_jasper@snowlineschools.com

November 7/Corral 138
Trail ride, Mescal Creek Contact: Elaine 
(661) 946-1976 emac43031@gmail.com 

November 7/Corral 357
Trail maintenance, O’Neill Park Contact: 

Rich & Patti (949) 888-1604

November 8/Corral 37
Horse show, Thousand Oaks Contact: 

Sharyn Henry (805) 795-6493 
redhatcowgirl@yahoo.com

November 11/Corral 83
Trail ride, Pacifi c Crest Trail Contact: 

Debra Stella (661) 341-0286

November 12/Corral 66
Trail ride,  Mojave Narrows Regional Park, 
Victorville Contact: Beth (760) 953-2576

November 15/Corral 103
Treasure Hunt Ride in Apple Valley, CA  

Contact: Dawn Walker (760) 961-7879 or 
Ray Sims at (760) 247-0313

November 15/Corral 210
Playday, Gibson Ranch, Shadow Hills 

Contact:  Jeanette Provolt 
countryatheart.jp@verizon.net

November 21/Corral 12
Trail ride, Sylmar Contact: Patty Hug 
(818) 367-2056 pattyhug@ca.rr.com

November 21/Corral 20
Trail ride, Vasquez Rocks Contact: 

Susan Kaiser (818) 749-4508 
susanekaiser@gmail.com

November 21/Corral 86
Trail ride, Quigley Canyon Contact: Jodie 

Robitaille (661) 618-1562

November 21/Corral 88
Dusty Spurs Gymkhana, Phelan 

Contact: Deborah Jasper 
deborah_jasper@snowlineschools.com

November 28/Corral 357
Trail ride, Trabuco-Rose Preserve Contact: 

Debbie (949) 244-0670

December 5/Corral 3
Christmas Parade, Covina Contact: Cindi 

Schaub schaubcindi@aol.com

December 5/Corral 138
Christmas ride, Acton Contact: Kimberly 

(661) 478-2770 jdwight@aol.com 

December 9/Corral 83
Trail ride, Cal City Contact: 
Doris Lora (661) 333-7797

December 12/Corral 20
Ho Ho ride & caroling, Shadow Hills  

Contact: Linda Fullerton (818) 612-3305 
linda@wrightcolor.com

December 12/Corral 35
Christmas Parade, Glendora Contact:  

Dottie Hilliard (626) 335-7112 
equidot@aol.com

December 12/Corral 88
Christmas Caroling, 2912 Snowline Drive, 

Pinon Hills Contact: Deborah Jasper 
deborah_jasper@

snowlineschools.com

Equestrian Trails Inc.            Coming Events Calendar

NATIONAL CONTACTS

Individual Corral

Circuit Shows/Series

2020 ETI Trail Rides, 

Drives, Events

NOVEMBER

GYMKHANAS/PLAYDAYS

2020 NATIONAL EVENTS

DECEMBER
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December 20/Corral 22
Christmas ride, Griffi  th Park Trail boss: Paul 

Jacques Contact: Kathleen Smart (626) 
590-6972 kathleensmart99@gmail.com

December 20/Corral 36
Caroling on horseback, Location TBD 

Contact: Susan Carr susancarr3@mac.com

December 20/Corral 38
Christmas Caroling, Burbank Contact: 

Diana Hoch dianahoch@att.net

AVDR Gymkhana  
Antelope Valley Desert Riders   

Contact: Andria (661) 270-0952  
www.avdesertriders.org

Carousel Ranch    
Therapeutic Riding Program   

(661) 268-8010

ELSA
Experience.Learning.Support.w/Animals 

Therapeutic riding program             
 (310) 403-966 www.elsainc.org

Head’s Up Therapy on Horseback  
Nancy  (818) 848-0870 

www.headsuptherapy.com

Ride On Therapeutic Horsemanship
program for disabled riders

(818) 700-2971   www.rideon.org

Shadow Hills Riding Club            
Therapeutic Riding Program  
Contact Johnny:  (818) 352-2166 
www.shadowhillsridingclub.orgv

Equestrian Trails Inc.            Coming Events Calendar

NON-ETI EVENTS

No matter how bad 2020 
has been, there are still things to 

be thankful for!
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Meet Your 2021-22 

National Executive Board

President

Tom Kirsch

1st  Vice President

Jeanne Catron-Gonzalez

2nd Vice President

Nikki Ahten

Thanks for taking the reins for another term!!
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During the Bobcat Fire, Ray Drasher, 
ETI Corral 9 member, helped 
fi refi ghters save his property and 
others during this terrible time. He 
got his family and animals to safe 
places, but he stayed and helped his 
neighbors. We just want to thank Ray 
for his bravery and hard work.  Photos 
submitted by Anita Martin, Corral 9 
President.

8
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ETI Corral 14 lost another of our long time 
members Carolyn Horton on Thursday, October 1, 
2020. The following is a tribute to this dynamic 
woman by Mary Jo Noftsier. 

The Lady in the Red Hat 

Carolyn Horton’s signature color was red.  When 
you saw her, she either had her red hat and or 
a red shirt.  When she walked into a group, she 
was right at home. She was a person happy with 
herself.

The actual date Carolyn Horton joined ETI and 
Corral 14 is hard to pin down. I know she had 
been a member for some time in 2001 when we 
met.

One outstanding characteristic of Carolyn’s was 
if she set her mind on a goal, nothing would 
keep her from attaining it.  One year, the wagons 
were lined out in front of the Lone Pine Western 
Museum ready to start the Lone Pine to Bishop 
wagon drive, when all of a sudden someone 
yelled, “hold up…rider down”.  Carolyn had come 
off her horse landing on the pavement!  When 
the wagon master asked if we should call 911, an 
outrider yelled, “hell no…she’s back in the saddle 
and ready to go!”  She rode the rest of the week 
(65 miles) with never a complaint.

One year at a drive, she said she had set her sights 
on becoming Exalted Ruler of her Elks Lodge so 
she would be kinda scarce at our function for a 
while.  The next time I saw her, she had attained 
that honor. 

The Lady In The Red Hat
Written by Mary Jo Noftsier, Corral 14; Submitted by Linda Elder, Corral 14
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Ranger Park and Hansen Dam in Lake View Terrace
Sponsored by ETI Corral 20 Rough Riders
Saturday, October 17, 2020

What a great day! Beautiful weather, awesome 
obstacles and course, and no one got hurt! (that’s 
always a plus). Deb Mader received many compliments 
on the great trail trials course! We’re glad everyone 
had a good time! For the second time, we off ered a 
Schooling Class and had nine riders in that category. 
There were three Junior entries, 20 in Open, and 26 in
Novice. THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO CAME!

Thank you to our amazing judges:

• Danielle Skaar (2019 Jr Ambassador) judged at the 
Backup Hills and Turn Around, Obstacle #1.

• Obstacle #2 and 3 , Dismount and Hoof Check were 
judged by Linda Fullerton, Corral 20 Secretary and 
immediate Past President of ETI

• Pam Mitchell and driving crew judged Obstacle #4, 
the Pony Carts

• Karen Abbott, Corral 20, judged Obstacle #5, The 
Bridge

• Georgette and Nick Aaberg, parents of Nicole Aaberg, 
2019 Ambassador Queen, judged at the Tack Check, 
Obstacle #6

• Nikki Ahten, Corral 20 member and 2nd VP of ETI 
National, judged Obstacle #7, the Log Stepover

• Obstacle #8, the Stepdown judged by Cheri Ovayan, 
President of Corral 20 and “mom-in-charge” of the 
Junior Ambassador Program

• Obstacle #9 was the Bike Rider, judged by Gabi 
Winstead, Corral 10 (and her son on the bike!)

• Obstacle #10, the Uphill was judged by Deb Mader, 
Corral 20 Vice President

Also a HUGE THANK YOU to our Entry Desk crew: 
Antoinette Dohmen, Royan Herman, Becky 

Borquez, Natalie Ruiz and Nikki Ahten. The Trail Trials 
couldn’t happen without our Entry Desk volunteers.

And of course, to our Trail Trials Queen and leader, Deb 
Mader who always does a wonderful job creating the 
trail obstacles, mapping out the course, riding it many 
times over, physically getting the actual obstacles in 
place, making goodie bags for the judges, and all the 
other many things she does! She was helped with the 
Obstacle course by Cheri Ovayan and Jacque Gamble, 
who checked and double-checked the trail course. 
Deb’s  daughter, Jessica fancied up our Trail Trials fl yer 
which looked really awesome! THANK YOU TO ALL THE 
VOLUNTEERS.

We also want to thank Alan Johnson and everyone at 
the San Fernando Rangers. We so appreciate the use 
of Ranger Park. It is a great place to stage our Trail 
Trials, and I hope we can use it again in the future!

Our Junior Ambassadors did a great job serving up a 
yummy burger and sandwich lunch with food safely 
prepared by the Ranch Side Cafe in Lake View Terrace. 
They also had a silent auction and raised some much 
needed funds for the Ambassador program. Good job, 
girls and parents!

I really believe this day honored our dear friend Terry 
Kaiser, who passed away in the summer of 2018. Terry 
loved putting on Trail Trials, and he taught the rest of 
us in Corral 20 to love them, too! Terry can never be 
replaced in our community, but I hope his legacy of 
commitment, hard work, and love of his horses and the 
outdoors will continue on through the rest of us and 
the younger generation coming up.

The Trail Trials was a very diff erent one than we have 
done in the past. We worked hard to make it as safe 
as possible for our participants and volunteers in this 
crazy time of Covid 19. It sure felt good to be amongst 
a great group of equestrians. It has been way too long! 
Thanks to everyone for coming!

Happy Trails!
Becky Borquez

Corral 20 Trail Trials Coordinator

Corral 20’s 3rd Annual Terry Kaiser Memorial Trail Trials Wrap Up
Written by Becky Borquez, Corral 20
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Junior Division
Place Name Points

1. William Motz 7
2. Emma Schneider 20
3. Anita Ovayan 29

Novice Division
 Place Name Points Corral

1. Natalie Ahten 7 20 
2. Annie Ahten 7 20
3. Deidre Somers 10 N/A
4. Shirlee Kurtz 13 86
5. Elaine Wittenberg 15 N/A
6. Danny Ghinghis 15 N/A
7. Kim Parham 17 N/A
8. Lindarose Kaminar 18 10
9. Kimberly Dwight 18 138
10. Dan Smith 18 N/A

Open Division
 Place Name Points Corral

1. Cindi Paine 6 88
2. Jeanne Catron-Gonzalez 7 12
3. Kathleen Smart 10 22
4. Judi Burns 11 N/A
5. Janette Beas 11 138/86
6. Naomi Treuherz 12 20
7. Gail Bohlander 14 N/A
8. Vicki Blackwell 14 N/A
9. Sharyn Henry 15 37
10. Terri Smith 16 N/A

Corral 20’s 3rd Annual Terry Kaiser Memorial Trail Trials Results

Erin Seem, Billie McGuire, Janette Sanders Beas, 
Shirlee Kurtz, Kathleen Smart

Jeanne Mather, Dawn Suprenant,  Naomi Treuherz 
& Michelle Johnson

Erin Seem & Kimberly Dwight

Natalie & Annie Ahten
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Thanksgiving for Your Horse: A Healthy Treat Guide

Have you ever wanted to include your horse in 
Thanksgiving? This holiday is about giving thanks 
to every blessing that you appreciate in your life 
– if your horses aren’t included on that list, they 
should be! You and your equine partners can 
form a bond that is irreplaceable through trust 
and determination, which is an incredible gift to 
be grateful for. With the spirit of Thanksgiving in 
mind, we wanted to give you a guide of safe treats 
that you might already have waiting in your kitchen 
so you can truly include your hooved companions 
this year.

Safe Horse Treats from Home:

* Raisins
* Sugar cubes
* Pitted dates
* Apple pieces
* Carrot pieces
* Sunfl ower seeds
* Peppermints

Fact: Mint can be very benefi cial for a horse with 
a sensitive gut! Check out these recipes for some 
delicious treats:

A Very Special Homemade Mash Recipe

Ingredients: 

Enough hot water for mushy texture 
¼ to ½ Cup Brown Sugar 
2 Shredded Carrots 
1 Chopped Apple 
2 Cups of Unsweetened Apple Juice 
4 Cups Shredded Beet Pulp, Bran, or Alfalfa Cubes 
depending on your horse’s preference. 

Directions: Mix all these ingredients together in a 
large bucket and pour your hot water on top. Allow 
the mixture to sit for a few minutes or until the 
water as absorbed and the mash is cool enough 

to eat.

Peppermint Cookies for Thanksgiving

Ingredients: 

1 1/2 Cup Oats 
2 tbsp. Honey 
1 Cup Water 
1/2 Apple, fi nely chopped 
1 Carrot, fi nely chopped 
1 1/2 tbsp. Flour 
1 tbsp. Brown Sugar 
5 Crushed Peppermints 

Directions:  Preheat oven to 350°F. Mix oats, 
water, and honey in a bowl. Microwave for two 
minutes. Add chopped apple and carrots, brown 
sugar, crushed peppermints, and fl our to the 
mixture. Microwave for two minutes again. Put 
mixture in mini muffi  n pan and bake for about 15 
minutes. 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving!

Blog thanks to:  https://benefabproducts.com/
blogs/blog/thanksgiving-for-your-horse-a-healthy-
treat-guide
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We all need encouragement and 
positive energy...especially these 
days.  Each month, I’m going to 
send come positivity your way on 
this page.  If you have a favorite 
saying, please share at magazine@
etinational.com and I’ll include the 
following month!!

Your Editor
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Consequences of Starting Young Horses Too Early
Written by Dr. Deb Bennett’s Equine Studies Institute
http://www.equinestudies.org/
This article was originally printed in the March 2007 ETI 
magazine.  Laurie Rude Betts, 83 Membership Chairperson, 
asked if I would re-print as it’s good information.

Dr. Deb Bennett, DVM, explains what is 
happening to a horse that is ridden too early.

“The fi rst thing to note is that as a two and a half year-old, 
Ranger is a “teenager.””  He’s not mature physically nor will 
he be until he’s at least six.  Despite a nice development of 
chest and a fi ne long neck, there is a unmistakable lack of 
length and muscular fullness to the hindquarters and the 
little weakness or lack arch at the base of the neck that 
smacks of the gawkiness of subadulthood.  The withers 
are not as high as they will someday be, either…Right now 
though, I want to return to the issue of maturity and deal 
with that concept thoroughly.

Ranger is not bure, as I said, as a 2½ year old.  This is NOT 
because Ranger is a ‘slow-maturing’ individual or because he 
comes from a ‘slow maturing’ breed.  There is no such thing.  
Let me repeat that:  no horse on earth, of any breed, at any 
time, is or has ever been mature before the age of six (plus 

or minus six months).  This information comes, 

I know, as a shock to many people who think starting their 
colt or fi lly under saddle at age two is what they ought to be 
doing.  This begs discussion of (1) what I mean by ‘mature’ 
and (2) what I mean by ‘starting’.

1) Just about everybody has heard of the horse’s ‘growth 
plates,’ and commonly when I ask ‘em, people tell me that 
the ‘growth plates’ are somewhere around, or in the horse’s 
knees (actually they’re located at the bottom of the radius-
ulna bone just above the knee).  This is what gives rise to 
the saying that before riding the horse, it’s best to wait ‘until 
his knees close’ (i.e., until the growth plates fuse to the bone 
shaft and cease to be separated from it by a layer of slippery, 
crushable cartilage).  What people often don’t realize is 
that there is a ‘’growth plate’ on either end of EVERY bone 
behind the skull, and in the case of some bones (like the 
pelvis which has many ‘corners’), there are multiple growth 
plates.  So do you then have to wait until ALL these growth 
plates fuse?  No.  But the longer you wait, the safe you’ll 
be.  Owners and trainers need to realize there’s a defi nite, 
easy-to-remember schedule of fusion – and then make their 
decision as to when to ride the horse based on that rather 
than the external appearance of the horse.  For there are 
some breeds of horse…the Quarter Horse is the premier 
among these…which have been bred in such a manner as 
to LOOK mature long before they actually ARE mature.  This 
puts these horses in jeopardy from people who are either 
ignorant of the closure schedule or more interested in their 
own schedule (for futurities or other competitions) than 
they are in the welfare of the animal.  The process of fusion 
goes from the bottom up.  In other words, the lower down 
toward the hoofs you look, the earlier the growth plates will 
have fused; and the higher up toward the animal’s back you 
look, the later.  The growth plate at the top of the coffi  n 
bone (the most distal bone of the limb) is fused at birth.  
What this means is that the coffi  n bones get no TALLER 
after birth (they get much larger around, though, by another 
mechanism).
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Consequences of Starting Young Horses Too Early (cont.)
Written by Dr. Bob Bennett’s Equine Studies Institute

http://www.equinestudies.org/
That’s the fi rst one.  In order after that:  2. Short pastern: 
top and bottom between birth and 6 months.  3. Long 
pastern: top and bottom between six months and one year.  
4. Cannon bone: top and bottom between eight months 
and 1.5 years.  5. Small bones of knee: top and bottom 
on each between 1.5 and 2.5 years.  6. Bottom of radius-
ulna between two and 2.5 years.  7. Weight-bearing portion 
of glenoid notch on top of radius between 2.5 and three 
years.  8. Humerus: top and bottom between three and 3.5 
years.  9. Scapula – glenoid or bottom (weight-bearing) 
portion: between 3.5 and four years.  10. Hind limb: lower 
portions same as forelimb.  11. Hock: this join is ‘late’ for 
as low down as it is – growth plates on the tibial and fi bular 
tarsals don’t fuse until the animal is four (so the hocks are 
a known ‘weak point’ – even 18th century literature warns 
against driving young horses in plow or other deep or sticky 
footing or jumping them up into a heavy load, for danger of 
spraining their hocks).  12. Tibia: top and bottom between 
2.5 and three years.  13. Femur:  bottom between three and 
3.5 years; neck between 3.5 and four years; major and 3rd 
trochanters between three and 3.5 years.  14. Pelvis: growth 
plates on the points of hip, peak of croup (tubera sacrale) 
and points of buttock (tuber ischia) between three and four 
years.

…and what do you think is last?  The vertebral column, of 
course.  A normal horse has 32 vertebrae between the back 
of the skull and the root of the dock, and there are several 
growth plates in each one…the most important of which is 
the one capping the centrum.  These do not fuse until the 
horse is at least 5½ years old (and this fi gure applies to 
a small-sized, scrubby, range-raised mare.  The taller your 
horse and the longer it’s neck, the later full fusion will occur.  
And for a male…is this a surprise...you add six month.  So, 
for example, a 17-hand TB or Saddlebred or WB gelding may 
not be fully mature until his 8th year…something that owners 
of such individuals have often told me that they ‘suspected’.)  
The lateness of vertebral ‘closure’ is most signifi cant for two 

reasons.  One: in no limb are there 32 growth plates!  Two: 
the growth plates in the limbs are (more or less) oriented 
perpendicular to the stress of the load passing through 
them, while those of the vertebral chain are oriented parallel 
to weight paced upon the horse’s back.  Bottom line…you 
can sprain a horse’s back (i.e., displace the vertebral growth 
plates) a lot more easily than you can sprain those located in 
the limbs.  And here’s another little fact…within the chain of 
vertebrae, the last to fully ‘close’ are those at the base of the 
animal’s neck (that’s why the long-necked individual may go 
past 6 years to achieve full maturity).  So you also have to be 
careful…very careful… not to yank the neck around on your 
young horse, or get him in any situation where he strains his 
neck (i.e., better learn how to get a horse broke to tie before 
you ever tie him up so that there will be no likelihood of him 
ever pulling back hard.  And readers, if you don’t know how 
to do this, then please ask!)

Now, the other ‘maturity’ question I always get is this: ‘so 
how come if my colt is not skeletally mature at age two, he 
can be used to stud and sire a foal?’  My answer to that is this:  
sure, sweetie, if that’s how you want to defi ne maturity then 
every 14 year old boy is mature.  In other words, the ability 
to achieve an erection, penetrate a mare and ejaculate some 
semen containing live sperm cells occurs before skeletal 
maturity…both in our species and in the horse.  However, 
even if you only looked at sperm counts or other standard 
measures of sexual maturity that are used for livestock, you 
would know that considering a two year old a “stallion” is 
foolish.  Male horses do not achieve the testicular width or 
weight, quality or quantity of total ejaculate or high sperm 
counts until they’re six.  Period.  And people used to know 
this; that’s why it’s incorrect to refer to any male horse 
younger than four as a ‘stallion’ whether he’s in service or 
not.  People’s confusion on this question is also why we 
have such things as the Stallion Rehabilitation Program at 
Colorado State University or the behavior-modifi cation clinic 
at Cornell…because a two year old colt is no more 
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able to ‘take command’ on a mental or psychological level 
of the whole process of mating…which involves everything 
from ‘properly’ being able to ask the mare’s permission, to 
actually knowing which end of her to jump on, to being able 
to do this while some excited and usually frightened humans 
are banging him on the nose with a chain…than is a 14 year 
old boy.

2) Now, let’s turn to the second discussion, which is what 
I mean by ‘starting’ and the whole history of that.  Many 
people today…at least in our privileged country…do not 
realize how hard you can actual work a horse, which is very, 
very hard.  But before you can do that without signifi cantly 
damaging the animal, you have to wait for him to mature 
which means waiting until he is four to six years old before 
asking him to carry you on his back.  What bad will happen 
if you put him to work as a riding horse before that?  Two 
important things and probably not what you’re thinking 
of.  What is very Unlikely to happen is that you’d damage 
the growth plates in his legs.  At the worst, there may be 
some crushing of the cartilages, but the number of cases of 
deformed limbs due to early use is tiny.  The cutting horse 
futurity people, who are big into riding horses as young as a 
year and a half, will tell you this, and they are quite correct.

Want to damage legs?  There’s a much better way…just 
overfeed your young stock.  (See forum postings on this.  
You ought to be able to see the animal’s ribs…not skeletal, 
but see ‘em…until he’s two).  More likely is that you’ll cause 
structural damage to his back.  There are some bloodlines (in 
Standardbreds, Arabians, and American Saddlebreds) known 
to inherit weak deep intervertebral ligament sheathing; 
these animals are especially prone to the early, sudden onset 
of ‘saddle back’.  However, individuals belonging to these 
bloodlines are by no means the only ones who may have 
their back ‘slip’, and that’s because, as mentioned above, the 
stress of weight bearing on the back passes parallel to the 

growth plates as well as the intervertebral joints.  
However, I want to add that the frequency of 

slipped backs in horses under six years old is also very low.  
So, what’s to worry about?  Well…did you ever with your 
horse would ‘round up’ a little better?  Collect a little better?  
Respond to your leg by raising his back, coiling his loins, and 
getting his hindquarter up underneath him a little better?  
The young horse knows by feel and by ‘instinct’ that having 
a weight on his back puts him in physical jeopardy.  I’m sure 
that all of you start your young stock in the most humane 
and considerate way that you know how, and just because 
of that, I assure you that after a little while, your horse 
knows exactly what that saddle is and what that situation 
where you go to mount him means.  And he loves you, and 
he is wiser than you are, so he allows this.  But he does not 
allow it foolishly, against his deepest nature, which amounts 
to a command from the Creator that he must survive; so 
when your foot goes in that stirrup, he takes measure to 
protect himself.  The measures he takes are the same ones 
YOU would take in anticipation of a load coming onto your 
back…he stiff ens or braces the muscles of his top line, and 
to help himself do that, he may also brace his legs and hold 
his breath (‘brace’ his diaphragm).  The earlier you choose 
to ride your horse, the more the animal will do this, and the 
more often you ride your horse, the more the animal will 
do this, and the more often you ride him young, the more 
you reinforce in his mind the necessity of responding to you 
in this way.  So please…don’t come crying to me with your 
six year old (that was started under saddle as a two year 
old) proves diffi  cult to round up!  (Not that I’m not gonna 
help you but GEEZ.)  If he does not know how to move with 
his back muscles in release, he CANNOT round up!!  So…
bottom line…if you are one of those who equates ‘starting’ 
with ‘riding’, then I guess you better not start your horse 
until he’s four.  That would be the old traditional, worldwide 
view:  introduce the horse to equipment (all kinds of 
equipment and situations) when he’s two; crawl on and off  
of him at three; saddle him to begin riding him and teaching 
him to guide at four; start teaching him maneuvers or the 
basics of whatever job he’s going to do…cavaletti or stops 
or something beyond trailing cattle…at fi ve, and he’s on the 
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payroll at six.  The old Spanish way of bitting refl ected this 
also because the horse’s teeth aren’t mature (i.e., the tushes 
haven’t come in and all the permanent teeth) until he’s six 
either.  This is what I’d do if it were my own horse.

Now, I’m at liberty to do that because I’m not on anybody 
else’s schedule except my horse’s own schedule.  I’m not 

a participant in futurities or planning to be.  Are you?  If 
you are, well, that’s your business.  But most horse owners 
aren’t.  Please ask yourself…is there any reason that you 
have to be riding that particular horse before he’s four?”

Dr. Deb Bennett’s Equine Studies Institute  http://
equinestudies.org
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Here's what you need to know about those skin lumps, 
bumps and bald patches on your horse that you can 
probably handle on your own.

There it is again—that strange-looking bump, or 
scruff y patch, or bald spot on your horse's skin. It looks 
harmless, and it doesn't bother your horse when you 
touch it. But it just won't go away.

Equine Skin Diseases:  Learn how to diagnose and 
treat common equine skin diseases

Is it something you can safely ignore, or do you need 
to treat it? The answer depends on whether the spot 
or bump in question is caused by a bacterial, fungal or 
viral infection, an insect bite, sunburn, allergic reaction, 
bruise, abrasion or any number of assaults the world 
can throw at a horse.

The good news, says William H. Miller, VMD, professor 
of dermatology at Cornell University, is that many 
equine skin diseases and conditions are not very 
serious. In fact, some issues are considered merely 
cosmetic and may be left untreated, and in many 
cases, a knowledgeable horse owner can safely handle 
the situation on their own.

But there's a catch: In order to treat a condition 
eff ectively, you need to know for sure what it is, and 
some issues that stem from completely diff erent causes 
can look remarkably similar. Just reaching for your 
favorite ointment and applying it to the skin can do 
more harm than good. Heavy salves like Vaseline, for 
example, can plug hair follicles, and many homemade 
remedies can irritate skin.

What's more, says Miller, persistent skin problems are 
rarely just skin-deep. "Skin diseases can be indicative 
of a compromised immune system brought on by 
poor nutrition, age or other disease," he explains. So 
no matter how basic your horse's skin problem may 
seem, if it doesn't respond to treatment or continues 
to recur, talk to your veterinarian. Not only can she 

confi rm the identity of the issue, she will 
help you develop a treatment plan that may 

include dietary and management changes and possibly 
systemic drugs in addition to topical treatments. And 
in any case, if you're unsure what you're seeing or 
how to handle it, it's always best to consult with your 
veterinarian.

But if you're looking at one of these eight common 
equine skin diseases, especially if you notice them 
early, you may be able to manage them safely on your 
own.

1. Rainrot (rain scald)

Appearance: scabby crusts that form raised bumps 
with upright tufts of matted hair. The crusts form on 
parts of the body that are chronically damp—often 
along the topline and where rain runs off  down the 
barrel, shoulders or hindquarters, but also on the lower 
legs or faces of horses who regularly stand in mud or 
graze tall, wet grass. Over time, the crusts peel off , 
leaving small, round bare spots; pus may also be seen 
under newly sloughed scabs.

Causes: Rainrot is a bacterial infection. The causative 
organism, Dermatophilus congolensis, can reside 
on the skin without causing trouble, but it multiplies 
rapidly in a moist environment. If the bacteria fi nd a 
break in the skin, whether a small wound or insect 
bite, an active infection can develop. Anything that 
compromises a horse's immunity—advanced age, 
malnutrition, illness—can make him more susceptible 
to the infection, as can having a heavy winter coat, 
which tends to trap moisture against the skin.

bb t th t f i d b
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Do I need to treat it? Yes. Rainrot is uncomfortable, 
if not painful, for the horse, and it can cause unsightly 
patches of hair loss.

Treatment: First remove the horse from wet 
conditions and place him in a living arrangement 
where his coat can dry out thoroughly. A variety of 
anti-microbial shampoos and disinfectant rinses are 
available over-the-counter that are labeled for use on 
rainrot infections; the horse's coat will probably need 
to be treated daily for at least a week. The specifi c 
duration of treatment depends on the product being 
used and the severity of the infection. Spot treating may 
be eff ective if only a small area is aff ected; otherwise, 
giving the horse a full bath may be advisable. Picking 
off  loose scabs may help them heal faster, because 
exposing the bacteria to air helps to kill them, plus it 
will enable topical treatments to penetrate further. But 
do not remove scabs if they are still tight and pulling 
on them causes the horse pain. Call your veterinarian 
if an infection fails to improve after a week, despite 
treatment. She can make sure your horse actually 
has rainrot, rather than another similar condition, and 
may prescribe a topical medication or oral antibiotics, 
especially if a secondary infection has set in.

Prevention: Provide dry areas that turned-out horses 
can retreat to in wet weather and keep your run-in 
shed's roof in good shape. Waterproof blankets and 
light sheets can also help keep pastured horses dry; 
just make sure their coats are not damp when you put 
them on. Groom often, both to clear away mud or dirt, 
which can hold moisture against the skin, and to spot 
the infection in its earliest stages. Disinfect all blankets 
and equipment that came in contact with an infected 
horse before reuse.

2. Ringworm (fungal dermatitis)

Appearance: rounded hairless patches with crusty, 
scabby skin. The lesions are most common on the face, 
neck, shoulders, chest or under the saddle or girth, but 
they can appear anywhere on the body. The aff ected 
areas may be sore or itchy, but they often cause no 
discomfort, and the horse may appear otherwise 
healthy.

Causes: Despite the name, ringworm is a fungal 
infection, which can be caused by several organisms, 
usually members of the Trichophyton or Microsporum 
families. The fungi, called dermatophytes, consume 
keratin, the protein that forms the structure of hair and 
epidermal skin cells. The fungi can survive for months 
in the environment, on tack or fences, and they can be 
carried on the skin for up to three weeks before signs 
of infection are evident—during this time, the fungi 
can be easily spread to other animals, and sudden 
outbreaks may aff ect every horse in a herd.

Do I need to treat it? Yes. Left untreated, the lesions 
will continue to grow and spread. Although infections 
might heal eventually on their own, the horses would 
be highly contagious until they do.

Treatment: If you suspect ringworm, immediately 
isolate the aff ected horse from all other animals, 
including cats and dogs as well as other livestock. 
Clipping the hair around the lesions and removing scabs 
and crusty material as much as you can without causing 
the horse pain will reduce the organisms' food source. 
Several over-the-counter antifungal medications, as 
well as some human dandruff  shampoos, may be 
eff ective against ringworm, but you may need to try 
several products to fi nd one that works best for your 
horse. First clean the area with a general antifungal 
antiseptic, such as chlorhexidine, then dry thoroughly 
before applying an antifungal ointment or medication. 
Repeat the treatments until the infection is resolved. 
Exposure to air and sunshine will also help kill the fungi. 
Call your veterinarian if the lesions continue to spread 
or the horse's skin does not appear to be healing after 
a week. She can confi rm that the infection is ringworm 
by scraping off  a few skin cells and examining them 
under a microscope for the presence of fungal spores. 
If the case is severe or if you are handling many cases 
at once, your veterinarian may prescribe oral 
medications that can be used in combination 
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with the topical washes. 

Prevention: Keep separate tack, equipment and 
grooming supplies for every horse in your care, and do 
not share with others at shows or events. Quarantine 
new horses brought to your farm for at least two weeks 
to make sure they aren't carrying ringworm or other 
contagious diseases. In the case of an outbreak, clean 
and disinfect any tack or equipment as well as wash 
stalls and fences in communal areas that other animals 
may have had contact with. Use a power washer to get 
disinfectant into all the crevices. Remember that people 
can get ringworm as well as all your other animals, 
including cats and dogs. Always wear gloves when 
handling infected horses and exposed equipment.

3. Warts (papillomas)

Appearance: raised gray or pink caulifl ower-like 
growths that are usually fairly small, not much bigger 
than peas. They may appear singly or in clusters, most 
commonly on the muzzle or around the eyes but also 
occasionally on the ears, genitals and lower legs. The 
growths do not appear to cause any pain or discomfort.

Causes: Warts are caused by the equine papillomavirus, 
an organism that can survive on skin, equipment and 
structures for weeks. Younger horses, under 3 years of 
age, are more susceptible, although warts can appear 
in adults.

Do I need to treat it? No. The warts are harmless, 
unless they are inhibiting the horse from 

eating, blinking or moving or they are interfering with 
tack.

Treatment: Left alone, the warts typically shrink and 
disappear, leaving no scars, over the course of about 
four months as the young horse's immune system 
develops. They are likely to persist for a year or more 
when they appear in older horses. Warts that need to 
be removed can by excised with laser or cryosurgery, 
but these procedures may leave scars. Drugs that 
stimulate immunity may also be helpful. If warts do not 
go away on their own, have your veterinarian examine 
them; other diseases and conditions, including some 
sarcoids, can look very similar to papillomas.

Prevention: Isolate aff ected horses from others, 
especially younger ones. Disinfect any shared tack or 
equipment.

4. Aural plaques (papillary acanthoma, ear 
papillomas)

Appearance: fl at, crusty, raised white lesions inside 
the ears; underneath, the skin may be pink and 
sensitive. Aural plaques usually cause no pain and are 
considered to be just a cosmetic problem. But biting 
fl ies may irritate the lesions, and some horses may 
begin to resist bridling or having their ears handled. 
Both ears are likely to be aff ected. They are not likely 
to shrink or go away on their own.

Causes: Aural plaques are caused by an equine 
papillomavirus that is thought to be spread by biting 
fl ies, such as the blackfl y, that target the ears. The 
plaques may appear in horses of any age or breed.

i d i k lifl lik
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Do I need to treat it? No, unless the ear plaques are 
bothering the horse.

Treatment: Most horses resent having the plaques 
physically pulled off , and doing so can infl ame the 
ears and make the problem worse. If the plaques are 
causing ear sensitivity, your veterinarian may prescribe 
a course of treatment with a topical cream containing 
imiquimod, a drug that stimulates a localized immune 
response in the ear and helps diminish the lesions.

Prevention: Take precautions to protect your horse 
against biting fl ies, especially blackfl ies. Use fl y spray, 
and outfi t your horse with a fl y mask that includes 
ear coverings. Also use ear covers that can be worn 
with a bridle, especially if you ride in wooded areas 
near water. Stable your horse at dawn and dusk, when 
blackfl ies are most active.

5. Primary seborrhea (dandruff )

Appearance: Seborrhea can be dry or oily. In the 
dry form, small fl akes of skin appear routinely, usually 
at the base of the mane and tail, and sand-like fl ecks 
may appear on the girth area or anywhere sweat 
accumulates. Oily seborrhea causes large, waxy crusts, 
often on the elbows, hocks or lower legs; when peeled 
off , these may leave hairless patches up to several 
inches in diameter. Dandruff  sometimes causes a fetid 
odor, but the horse is not usually itchy or in pain.

Causes: Heredity plays a signifi cant role in cases of 
primary seborrhea, and it is more common in Arabians 
and Thoroughbreds. In aff ected individuals, dandruff  is 
likely to be a lifelong issue. Please note, however, that 

primary seborrhea looks just like secondary seborrhea, 
which can also be either oily or dry. The biggest diff erence 
is that secondary seborrhea develops in horses who 
had not previously experienced the condition, although 
the onset can be very gradual. Secondary seborrhea is 
a sign that can accompany several potentially serious 
illnesses, including liver or intestinal disease.

Do I need to treat it? No, but most people prefer to 
do so for aesthetic reasons. Consult your veterinarian 
if your horse develops seborrhea or if a mild case 
seems to be getting signifi cantly worse with no obvious 
explanation.

Treatment: Primary seborrhea is not curable, 
but it can be managed. A number of antidandruff  
shampoos are available that, when used as directed, 
can dissolve fl akes and loosen oily scales. It's best to 
choose products formulated for use on horses; human 
products can be too harsh. Gentle scrubbing with a 
soft- to medium-bristled brush can help remove crusts. 
If you have diffi  culty controlling a stubborn case, 
talk to your veterinarian, who may recommend other 
topical medications. She may also suggest performing 
diagnostic work, such as blood tests, to rule out other 
causes. Secondary seborrhea is likely to clear up when 
the underlying disease is treated.

Prevention: Regular grooming stimulates circulation 
and natural oil production that help keep the skin 
healthy and clean. Feeding vegetable oils, especially 
omega-3 fatty acids, and supplements that contain 
biotin may also help promote healthier skin. Talk to 
your veterinarian or an equine nutritionist before 
making changes in your horse's diet.

6. Eosinophilic granuloma with collagen 
degeneration (nodular collagenolytic 
granuloma, nodular necrobiosis, or simply 
nodules)

Appearance: distinct, fi rm nodules about the size of a 
dime or smaller, found usually in the neck, back and 
withers. Several small nodules may cluster together 
to form what appears to be a larger lump. The skin 
above is normal, with no hair loss, and the nodules 
do not contain pus. The bumps can occur in 
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horses of any age, breed or gender. They usually are 
not painful or itchy, unless they've been irritated by 
rubbing. Over time, they may mineralize, which makes 
them feel harder.

Causes: The nodules are caused by the breakdown 
of collagen, the protein that forms the structure of 
connective tissue, in the middle layer of the skin. Why 
this happens is not fully understood, but the inciting 
event is believed to be hypersensitivity, when the 
immune system overreacts to the presence of some 
allergen and creates a "mass" to contain it. Allergic 
reactions to insect bites are thought to be the most 
common cause of these nodules, but injections with 
silicone-coated needles, minor scratches from body 
clipping and other traumas may be responsible in some 
cases.

Do I need to treat it? No, the nodules are harmless, 
unless they are interfering with tack or continuing to 
grow in size because the horse is rubbing them.

Treatment: Your veterinarian can inject corticosteroids 
into the nodules to shrink them. If the nodules are 
still present after three or more injections, which are 
usually given at two-week intervals, she may suggest 
surgical removal. The nodules become more diffi  cult 
to treat medically once they have calcifi ed, so some 
veterinarians may recommend more aggressive 
treatment earlier after they appear.

Prevention: Take measures to protect your horse 
from biting fl ies, including the use of fl y sprays and 
turnout sheets. If your horse has developed nodules at 

injection sites, ask your veterinarian to use 
noncoated needles for future injections.

7. Mange

Appearance:
small, round 
bumps at fi rst, 
soon followed 
by bald spots, 
with scaly, 
t h i c k e n e d 
skin, usually 
on the lower 
legs of 
draft horses 
with heavy 
f e a t h e r i n g , 
although any 
horse can be 
aff ected. In 
more serious 
cases the skin may be rubbed raw and show signs 
of secondary infections. Mange causes itching, and 
horses will rub, stamp and bite at their legs. In rare 
cases, mange may appear on other parts of the body.

Causes: Mange is a parasitic infection caused by 
several species of tiny mites that can barely be seen by 
the naked eye. The most common form that occurs in 
horses in the United States is chorioptic mange, caused 
by the mite Chorioptes equi, which typically aff ects the 
lower legs of horses with feathering. Although rare, 
horses may also develop psoroptic mange (Psoroptes 
equi), which produces lesions under the mane and 
tail, under the jaw and in the groin and armpits, and 
demodectic mange (Demodex equi), over the face, 
neck and shoulders.

Do I need to treat it? Yes. Not only is mange 
uncomfortable for the horse, it can cause permanent 
thickening and scarring of the skin that can impede the 
movement of the pastern joints.

Treatment: A number of topical antiparasitic products 
can be eff ective against mange—look for products 
that contain lime-sulfur solutions, organophosphates 
or permethrins, which can be applied by spraying, 
sponging or dipping the leg. Administering oral 
ivermectin or moxidectin may also be helpful in some 
cases. Treatments may need to be repeated three 
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or four times at 12- to 14-day intervals. Clipping the 
legs will help the topical treatments reach the skin 
but may not be necessary in all cases, especially if 
the infection is still mild. Call your veterinarian if the 
infection is severe or does not respond to treatment. 
She can examine skin scrapings under a microscope 
to confi rm the presence of the mites, and she may 
suggest an alternative treatment. Oral antibiotics may 
be necessary to treat secondary infections.

Prevention: Mites usually are passed directly from 
horse to horse, so do not allow your horse to have 
contact with others at shows or events and quarantine 
newcomers on your farm, especially if they have visible 
bald areas that appear to be itchy. Some horses can 
carry the mites without showing signs of infection and 
can be a source of recurrence after other horses are 
treated. If you have an outbreak, it's a good idea to 
treat all horses who have been in contact with the ones 
aff ected and change out all of the stall bedding used by 
aff ected horses.

8. Lice (pediculosis)

Appearance: 
hair loss from 
r u b b i n g , 
u s u a l l y 
a p p e a r i n g 
fi rst on the 
s h o u l d e r s 
and neck, as 
well as on the 
head and the 
base of the 
mane and tail. 
Aff ected areas 
are intensely itchy and may also have abrasions and 
scabs from rubbing and possibly secondary infections. 
Flattened insects up to two to four millimeters long may 
be visible if the hair is parted and the skin examined 
in good light. Pale, translucent eggs may be attached 
to nearby hairs. The horse is also likely to be generally 
unthrifty and in poor health. Lice infestations tend to 
be more severe during the winter months but can occur 
at any time of year.

Causes: Two types of these parasitic insects infect 
horses: Chewing lice (Damalinia equi) feed on 
sloughed-off  dead skin cells; these are more likely to 
aff ect the neck, fl anks and the base of the tail. Biting or 
sucking lice (Haematopinus asini) feed on blood; this 
species prefers longer hair and may be found under 
the forelock and mane, the tail and on the pasterns of 
long-feathered horses. Both types cause skin irritation 
and itching.

Do I need to treat it? Yes. Not only is a lice infestation 
extremely uncomfortable for the horse, severe cases 
can cause anemia.

Treatment: Several types of products—permethrin 
sprays and wipe-ons, insecticidal powders and 
shampoos—are eff ective against lice. Read and follow 
label instructions and precautions carefully. Many 
treatments need to thoroughly coat the skin to be 
eff ective, but some products may irritate small cuts 
and abrasions. Oral ivermectin may be eff ective, but 
only against the biting lice. Because the insecticides 
will not kill eggs, the treatment needs to be repeated in 
two weeks to eliminate newly hatched adults.

Prevention: Lice can be passed directly from horse 
to horse, as well as via shared tools and equipment. 
Isolate aff ected horses as well as those who have been 
exposed to them. Louse eggs that detach from the 
horse's coat can hatch and re-introduce the infestation, 
so it is important to clean and sterilize any tack and 
equipment that was used on the aff ected horse. Clean 
brushes and small tools with an insecticide, or boil items 
that will not be damaged by heat. Pads and blankets 
can be sterilized by machine washing and drying at a 
high heat setting. Also spray or scrub down stall walls 
or paddock fences and change the bedding.

Your horse's skin is his fi rst line of defense against 
most of the bugs and microbes in his world, and he will 
most likely experience his fair share of minor ailments 
over the course of his lifetime. By learning what to do, 
what not to do, and when to call the veterinarian, you 
can do your part to keep his skin healthy and strong.

Story thanks to Equus https://equusmagazine.com/
horse-care/common-equine-skin-diseases

h d l h b i d
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Bonelli MAU
Mounted Assistance Unit
Pres:  Paul  Maselbas
(626) 419-6390 

The MAU’s have not been conducting their regular meetings 
due to the recent circumstances. Yet we are still calling the 
local parks with any concerns or situations on the trail that 
may be reportable.  We would like to encourage all riders 
and park users to also call into the local park if concerned 

about something seen 
on the trail.  However, 
never confront any 
individuals directly, 
Get to a safe area, 
and then notify either 
local police (homeless 
encampments, etc.) or 
the park (trees down, 
cars parked on dry 
grass, etc).  

Let’s all be proactive in 
keeping our parks safe 
places to ride and hike.  

The LA County Trails 
app has been very 
useful.   www.trails.
lacounty.gov

Finally the heat and smoke for the fi res have passed…making 
for some wonderful riding. 

Jean A. Chadsey
ETI - MAU Coordinator

Jeanieac@aol.com
(909) 967-2065

Walnut Creek MAU
Mounted Assistance Unit
Pres:  Sheri Harder 
(310) 502-8375 

Whittier Narrows MAU
Mounted Assistance Unit
Pres. Joe Uribes
josephiuribes@yahoo.com

Corral 2
Pasadena/San Gabriel/Altadena
Pres. Ann Regan
(818) 321-6931

Corral 3
Walnut Creek
Pres. Cindi Schaub 
(909) 354-1613

Corral 9
Littlerock Trail Blazers
Pres. Anita Martin
(661) 965-2210

Corral 10
Lakeview Terrace
Pres. Gina Cruz
ginakeilcruz@yahoo.com

Corral 12
Sylmar Vista Del Valle
Pres. Patty Hug
(818) 367-2056

Corral 14
Western Wagons Mojave
Pres. Sue Martzolf
(760) 662-6102

Corral 20
Shadow Hills Rough Riders
Pres. Cheri Ovayan
(818) 335-2884

Corral 22
Intervalley Trail Riders
Pres. Kathleen Smart
(626) 590-6792
www.Corral22.com

Our good friend Justin Martinez led 22 riders on a 3.5 hour 
ride through the Ventura River preserve and Wills Canyon. 
This was our fi rst ride that wasn’t cancelled since March, and 
we had a great turnout!  Most of the riders that drove in for 
the ride had never ridden in Ojai Valley. We had riders come 
out from Lancaster, Palos Verdes, Sylmar and Acton.  Several 
Ojai locals also joined us on the ride. We rode six miles 
through Wills Canyon to Chaparral Crest Trail Loop. Justin 
packed his three mules with an assortment of wonderful 
hors d’oeuvres and beverages for the whole group. He even 
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packed a table and tablecloth! We stopped for lunch under 
the shady oak trees that overlooked a meadow.  We spotted 
several deer grazing in the meadow. A good time was had 
by all! A special thank you to Justin and the Martinez family 
for hosting and leading the ride.  If you are interested in 
guided pack trips to the Sespe Wilderness, please visit www.
sespewildernessoutfi tters.com.  

Members of Corral 22 were invited back to join the San 
Fernando Rangers at their Annual Lone Pine Ride 

b f C l 22 i it d b k t j i th S
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through the Alabama Hills.  This year was a little diff erent due 
to the Lone Pine Film Festival being cancelled and the bars 
being closed. We camped at Portuguese Joe campground 
(formerly named Portagee Joe) along the Lone Pine creek. On 
Friday, we rode to town.  Our usual ride-thru at McDonald’s 
had a bit of traffi  c, so we went to Carl’s instead.  Who doesn’t 
love a western bacon cheeseburger?! On Saturday, trail boss 
Allan Johnson led us on a scenic ride through the Alabama 
Hills. The crew met us at the lunch stop with sandwiches 
and water/beverages for the horses and riders. A special 
thank you to Vinny and Cheryle Falls for picking up lunch! 
Later that evening we had a wonderful potluck dinner that 
included barbecue chicken, tri tip, Vinny’s candy pork and 
yummy sides. For dessert, Cindy Gates served peach cobbler 
that she cooked in her Dutch oven. We fi nished off  the night 
by watching Open Range on Vinny’s blow up movie screen. 
Thank you again to the San Fernando Rangers for inviting us 
on the ride and to Allan Johnson for leading the ride. 

Write-ups submitted by Kat Smart

Upcoming rides:  Dec. 20- Christmas Ride, Griffi  th Park         

For additional information, please visit us on our website:  
http://corral22.com or on Facebook:  ETI Corral 22.

Submitted by Corey Hallmark

Corral 35
Oak Canyon Riding Club
Glendora
Pres. Dottie Hilliard
(626) 335-7112

Corral 36
Mountain Ridge Riders
Agoura/Calabasas/Malibu/Monte Nido
Pres. Susan Carr
(310) 403-9665
www.eticorral36.com

Corral 37
Conejo Riders
Thousand Oaks
Pres. Sharyn Henry
(805) 795-6493
www.eticorral37.org

Corral 38
Griffi  th Park Equestrians
Burbank/Glendale
Pres. Diana Hoch
(818) 841-6422
www.corral38eti.com

Corral 43
Tri Valley Riders
Nuevo/Riverside/Norco/Hemet
Pres. Alan Shanahan 
(951) 442-6430

What a great show with almost 40 riders, double point 
opportunities and a costume contest! Thanks TVR for a 
great show!

We will see everyone in 4 weeks at our last show of the 
2020 season (Nov 1).

e will see everyone in 4 weeks at our last show of the
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Congrats to our show winners!
3A High Point - Haley
3A Reserve - Samantha (not pictured)
2A High Point - Kyleigh
2A Reserve - Tara
1A High Point - Isabella
1A Reserve - Taytum
1A 10&Under High Point - Alexis
1A 10&Under Reserve - Emily

Alan Shanahan

Corral 54
Rocky Hill Riders
Chatsworth
Pres. Tracy Campbell
(818) 326-6786

Corral 57
Sespe Riders
Ojai 
Pres. Bryan Kearney
(805) 946-9232
www.eticorral57.org

Corral 65
Kern Equestrian Riders
Bakersfi eld
Pres. Helen Ordway
(661) 201-8152

Corral 66
Route 66 Riders
Barstow/Newberry Springs
Pres. Jamie Rees
(760) 953-7235

October 24 was our annual Peggy Sue charity ride. The 
weather was glorious as usual. We had 14 riders, and six 
more joined us for lunch. We rode to Peggy Sue’s Diner in 
Yermo from Barstow (about two hours), and although it 
wasn’t open for inside dining, some ordered to go food and 
others brought their own lunch. We sat outside on the grass 
under shady trees by the duck pond. We had one rider from 
Corral 103, and two new local riders who are joining our 
club. Four of our members rode mules on this ride, making 
for a very colorful and diverse group of riders. So far, we 
have raised over $1000.00 for our local humane society!

At our October meeting, we set up our 2021 ride/event 
schedule. We also discussed possibilities for a new meeting 
place for our monthly meetings.  Our November 17 meeting 
will be at Mark and Cindy Franey’s home.  Our November 
12 (Thursday) trail ride is planned for Mojave Narrows in 
Victorville, but this may be changed. Our Facebook page will 
be updated to refl ect the change.

December 8 (Tuesday) is our Christmas party at the Bredelis 
Ranch in Newberry Springs. Stay tuned for details.

Finally the cooler weather has gotten here. Enjoy your fall 
riding everyone!

Beth Uzonyi
bethygirl55@aol.com

 
Corral 70
Cross Road Riders
Lucerne/Apple Valley
Pres. Rebecca Larkin  
(760) 669-964

Corral 83
Tehachapi Mountain Riders
Tehachapi 
Co-Pres. Carolyn McIntyre
(661) 972-2337

A month into Fall, riders are getting out to enjoy some 
pleasant temperatures. Still some smoky skies. The days 
are getting shorter, fast. Daylight savings time comes to an 
end. We FALL back an hour on Sunday, November 1. Wildlife 
adjust to the change in human patterns of being out and 
about earlier. I often see coyote, bobcat, skunk, and racoon 
still active when I am out in the mornings. Eventually, we 
all adjust to the time change about the time Spring rolls 
around, and it is time to SPRING forward an hour.

Corral 83 has two November events. First, on November 7, 
a clinic at Wild Hope Ranch in Cummings Valley; contact 
Amber McGee if you want to participate at (661) 547-3982. 
Second, event November 11, a ride led by Debra Stella, on 
a section of the Pacifi c Crest Trail (PCT). Call Debra at (661) 
341-0286 if you plan to attend.

Looking back, Corral 83 enjoyed some lovely October rides, 
despite the smoke. We had a nice ride, led by Carol Hellyer in 
Bear Valley Springs (BVS) on Wednesday, 10/07. Riders met 
at the BVS Equestrian Center, rode down a canyon, through 
numerous water crossings, to the meadow area. We rode 
a nice loop around part of the meadow, back up through 
the water crossings, and returned to the Equestrian Center. 
Corral 83 members enjoyed lunch & October corral meeting 
outdoors. There were many riders & friends from 
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other ETI corrals riding and camping in BVS. During the 
meeting, Carolyn & Pam suggested instead of our usual big 
Christmas Party gift exchange we would instead have a Toy 
Drive. Our fi rst December ride is December 9 at California 
City. If you are interested in riding with Corral 83, contact 
Doris Lora, ride leader at (661) 822-0648 for more info. 

We will forego our indoor Christmas Party this year.

Seven ETI members went to the Alabama Hills, west of Lone 
Pine, CA, for a 3-day, 2-night camp out. We still could not 
escape the smoke. With several fi res burning in the Sierras, 
unfavorable winds moved smoke to and from the Alabama 
Hills, Mount Whitney area. The weather was a bit warmer 
than usual, but still amazingly comfortable for riding. The 
fi rst day’s ride was about a 1:15 covering 4.2 miles with lots 
of scenic views. We passed the areas where Seven Men from 
Now (1959) was fi lmed. Also, Cattle Pocket which is in the 
S/W region of Alabama Hills (AH). Then we moved to the 
east side of Movie Road and explored the S/E region of AH. 
We followed some Technical 4WD roads that took us to an 
area where Arrastra (Yellow Sky) was fi lmed in 1948. The 
fi rst ride (shorter) gave the fi rst-time visitors to AH a great 
sample of what the trails would be like for the remaining days 
of riding. After the ride, we enjoyed lunch and conversation. 
The horses had time to rest, and riders could plan individual 
rides for themselves in the afternoon.

Photo by Irene Williams

Photos by Dawn Suprenant

The second day out, riders covered the central region, 
riding through Lone Ranger Canyon, and into the Django 
Unchained fi lm location. We rode part of the N/E region, 
then back toward the central area of Alabama Hills along 
Movie road, all the way west to the big Cave in the N/W 
region, fi nally heading south along the west central area 
of the scenic Alabama Hills. During this 1:36 ride covering 
5.4 miles of AH the riders ascended 591 feet in elevation 
beyond the Eye of Alabama Arch, for a spectacular view of 
the Northern section. Along the return part of this Loop ride, 
we had a chance to observe some fi lming activities taking 
place on Movie Road. The local Sheriff  had blocked the road 
to traffi  c as the fi lming was in progress. Many well-known 
western movies and some not so western type movies have 
been fi lmed in the AH. The Alabama Hills have recently been 
designated as a National Scenic Area, as such, measures 
are being taken to preserve them as they are. Signs and 
markers that formerly identifi ed many of the movie fi lm sites 
have been removed. Currently, trail head markers and signs 
intended to warn visitors of road hazards in the area are 
the only items left to inhibit the view of the natural area. I 
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visited Wikipedia and found an incredibly long list of movies 
and TV shows fi lmed in the Alabama Hills, Lone Pine, CA, 
and surrounding areas. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_
of_fi lms_shot_in_Lone_Pine Check out this link, and see 
how many great movies and TV shows were fi lmed in the 
Alabama Hills.

If you are interested in visiting the Alabama Hills yourself or 
with a group, there are a few things you should consider. After 
having discussed the Alabama Hills Experience, participants 
concluded that the weather is a major consideration if you 
plan to visit the area. The best times to visit are Spring and 
Fall when the temperatures are most amenable to outdoor 
activity. Summer temps are extremely hot and winter temps 
can include snow, cold winds off  the Sierras and below 
freezing temps. The eastern Sierra is a rain shadow. Prepare 
for, but do not expect a lot of rain. The rivers and lakes are 
a product of melted snow from the previous winter. There 
are very few areas with any appreciable amount of shade.

Visitors to the Alabama Hills participate in horseback riding, 
hiking, bicycling, motorcycle riding, rock climbing and 
ATV/Jeep driving. The trails are well marked as to their 
designated use. Most single-track trails are designated for 
hiking, motorcycle, bicycle, and horseback riding.  Double 
track trails are open to 4WD vehicles. This National Scenic 
Area is a “leave no trace” area. Pack it in, Pack it out. 

Other than the graded and partially paved Movie Road 
that takes you into the Alabama Hills, there are NO other 
improvements. There is no water available. There are no 
restroom facilities available. The nearest pit toilets are in 
Portuguese Joe campground on the South side of Whitney 
Portal road just outside the rock formations. Other pit 
toilets are in Tuttle Creek campground. Public restrooms are 
available in the town of Lone Pine at various gas stations, 
restaurants, or city park. There are no fees associated with 
boondocking or dispersed camping in the Alabama Hills.

If you plan to horse camp in the Alabama Hills, you have 
a few options, you may set up portable corrals, you may 
tie to your trailer or you may highline your horses between 
trailers while taking care to ensure that your horse does 
not disturb or damage the vegetation. There are no trees 
or other objects available to facilitate highlines. There 
are dozens of suitable areas to park your rigs and set up 
camp. Currently due to the high fi re dangers, open fi res are 
absolutely prohibited in the Eastern Sierras. Only propane/
butane stoves are permitted in extremely limited areas. You 
must obtain a fi re permit. Since this a leave no trace area, 
please pack out any left-over hay and your horse manure 
from your camp site.

Make a springtime visit to see the cactus in bloom and the 
other wildfl owers that cover the landscape. Please stay on 
designated trails to preserve the sensitive fl ora and fauna. 

Trail blazing is discouraged.

Some equestrians camp at Portuguese Joe campground 
which has shade under the trees that line the Whitney Creek 
fl owing through the campground. Riders trailer out to the 
Alabama hills for a ride. This is a more modern, improved 
approach with water and pit toilets available. Take only 
photos, leave only footprints. Please pack out any horse 
manure from your campsite. There are fees associated with 
camping at Portuguese Joe or Tuttle Creek Campgrounds.

I off er this information about the Alabama Hills because 
November is still a nice time to visit the Eastern Sierra. 
Fees in the campgrounds are reasonable. People who enjoy 
fi shing as part of their outdoor experience may fi sh in the 
Owens River or any of the lakes nearby.

Doris Lora,
C83 Scribe

Corral 86
Vasquez Vaqueros
Agua Dulce/Canyon Country/Acton
Pres. Ben Share 
(661) 992-4899

Corral 88
Tri Community Horsemen
Phelan/Pinon Hills/Wrightwood
Pres. Noel Cook
(951) 427-9243

October 3rd, Dusty Spurs held the fi rst of a two part Bronc 
Halter Series.  The scores were combined with points from 
the second October 17th gymkhana show.  Awards as follows:

HIGH POINT PLACINGS FOR OCTOBER 3 & 17, 2020~
BRONC HALTER SERIES

LIL SPURS
1ST ~ Kaydence Racicot
2ND ~ Naomie Hernandez

FUTURE CHAMPION YOUTH
1ST ~ Kailynn Stallings
2ND ~Starr Reeves

FUTURE CHAMPION ADULT
1ST ~ Lilly Adams
2ND ~ Leah Richardson

A DIVISION
1ST ~ Marissa Lawler
2ND ~ Chele Soloman
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AA DIVISION
1ST ~ Abraham Rangel
2ND ~ Lilynn Warman

AAA DIVISION
1ST ~ Jill Gentile
2ND ~ Katrina Warman

Pictured Lilly Adams, Marissa Lawler, Jill Gentile, Kaitlynn 
Stallings. 

We also had many participants in our costume and cake walk 
event held on October 17.

Kaydence Racicot 

Loren Patten

October 10, our trail ride at Mojave Forks Regional Park had 
14 riders, where we welcomed three new members. Cheri 
Kopasz led the ride through the Forks, and on portions of 
the Pacifi c Crest Trail.

Saturday, October 31, is our Halloween Spooktacular 
schooling show.  All are welcome!  Contact us for more info.

Respectfully Submitted
Lilly Adams

Corral 101
Route 101 Horse Show Circuit
Lake View Terrace
Pres. Dawn Surprenant
(661) 433-9069
www.route101horseshow.com

also had many participants in our costume and cake walk

L P tt



33

Volume 20, Issue 11

Corral 103
Hesperia Happy Horsemen
Hesperia/Apple Valley
Pres. Dawn Walker
(760) 961-7879

We had a very nice ride at Mojave Narrows in September. 
Irene Atteberry was our Trail Boss and did a great job. We 
had 12 in the saddle. The weather was not too hot.  After 
the ride, we all got together and ate lunch and visited.

Our next ride is our Treasure Hunt Ride on November 15. 
This ride is in North Apple Valley.  Sign up at 9:00am, and 
ride out at 10:00am.  Ray Sims is our Trail Boss and the ride 
organizer. Ray always takes us in a diff erent area even if we 
stage at the same spot. This is a lot of fun, and you get to 
look for tags to return for treasure. The cost is $5.00 per 
ETI member. The usual non-member fees will apply for the 
ETI non-members.  The treasures will be awarded after we 
return from riding.  Bring your own lunch.  The ride fl yer is 
on the 103 facebook page, or you can contact Dawn Walker 
for directions or more info. at delta3743@verizon.net or 
phone (760) 961-7879.

The weather is great for riding right now so I hope to get 
more riding in.

Dawn Walker

Corral 118
Simi Valley
Pres. Dan Mayer
(805) 581-3150
www.eti118.org

Corral 138
Barrel Springs Riders
Antelope Valley/Palmdale
Pres. Kimberly Dwight
(661) 478-2770

Corral 210
Sunland Riders
Sunland/Gibson Ranch
Pres. Jeanette Provolt
(818) 472-6537

Corral 357
Saddleback Canyon Riders
Trabuco Canyon/Orange County
Pres. Kristen Holden
(949) 444-1990  
www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com

33
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Give the gift that gives all year long...
An ETI Membership!

Contact the ETI Offi ce for more 
information at (818) 698-6200 or 

Join online at 
www.etinational.com

United We Ride $3.00

ETI Bell logo 
Small 3” x 4” for inside 
vehicle  window  $3.00 

8” X 10” for gate or 
trailer   $6.00

Contact the ETI offi  ce for Stickers
 at (818) 698-6200 or 
offi  ce@etinational.com

Got Trails?  
Stickers $5.00 

Available in White 
or Black 

Display Your 
Equestrian Pride!
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 ETI MEMB ERSHIP APPLICATIO N  
Name (last):___________________________ First__________________ Corral_______ * 
Mailing Address:______________________________________Spouse:______________ 
City: ________________________________________State: ________Zip:____________ 
Phone:___________________________  O ccupation:______________________________ 
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
______ Junior (under 18) Birthdate _____ _____ _____  Dues Paid_______________ 

______ Adult (over 18)                                               Dues Paid_______________ 
______ Family Sr “ ________ Jr. # ________                    Dues Paid_______________ 

New ______ Renew _______  or Changing from Corral # ________  to Corral #  ______ 
Signature: ______________________________________________Date:______________ 
Parent’s signature if Junior only membership-under 18  
* CHECK       Please send me information for a Corral in my area.   ETI (818) 698-6200  

All ETI rides and events require that 
participants complete both sides of the    

ETI Waiver and Release.

Non members must complete a
Single Event form and pay $10.00 for an

individual for the day or weekend-camping 
membership.   $5.00 of this is to be sent 
with the forms back to the ETI offi  ce.  A 

family membership for the event is $20.00; 
$10.00 goes to the ETI offi  ce. 

The Waivers/Release as well as Single 
Event forms need to be received at the ETI 

offi  ce within two weeks of event.

All insertion rates are costs PER ISSUE and are due at time AD is submitted (unless a contract is signed for the 
3X or annual rate). 

Ad rates are for camera-ready artwork.  Any setup will be charged at $35 per page, 
½ tone of pictures are $10 each. Commercial advertisers, use 85 line-screen.  

Please submit by email at magazine@etinational.com
We are publishing ONLINE every month. 

Checklist For Membership Application Cards 
Be sure to use the standard cards and not paper forms.  If you need more 

cards please let us know. 

Please Check Cards For Completeness And Legibility. 

Oftentimes the information on the cards is hard to read. Membership 
fees are due on the member’s anniversary date. Please notify members a 
month in advance of their anniversary date and send them a Membership 
Application card to complete and return to your Corral.  If they renew late, 
90 days or more, their anniversary date will change. Anyone who does not 

have current membership must pay single event fees at events. 

Send cards in A.S.A.P.  Don’t hold them.  For Single membership, list 
only the person applying for membership and no one else. 

Basic membership amounts are Family $50; Senior $35; Junior $30.  
 At Large Memberships are Family $70; Senior $50; Junior $45.  

Some Corrals charge additional amounts.  
Please contact a Corral or send to ETI, P.O. Box 920668, Slymar, CA  91392

Non-ETI
Size
Full Page $140
1/2 Page $75
1/4 Page $50
Business Card $25
Classifi ed (3 lines) $10

Corrals
Size
Full Page $75
1/2 Page $40
1/4 Page $27
Business Card N/A
Classifi ed (3 lines) $7

ETI Members
Size
Full Page $100
1/2 Page $65
1/4 Page $45
Business Card $15
Classifi ed (3 lines) $7

Special discount rates for Full and 1/2 page with 12 month contract (4 printed issues & digital issues).  Payment in full required.



Horse Shows  ETI has a 
National High Point Circuit which 
is currently on hiatus.  Until then, 
please contact the ETI offi  ce.  
Non-ETI members can participate 
in our ETI High Point Shows.  But 
to be a part of the National High Point Circuit you 
must be an ETI member.  You can sign up for 
the Circuit any time during the season, but must 
compete a specifi ed number of times in your 
chosen classes to win awards.  Points towards 
year end awards start accumulating on the date 
you sign up with the high point program.

The Junior Ambassador Program is open to 
all ETI youth age 7 to 21. Boys are welcome for 
the Prince and King category.  Applications for 
the program may be obtained by contacting Cheri 
Ovayan at (818) 335-2884 covayan97@icloud.
com.  The completed forms are due back by April 
2nd  with all fees, sponsors, autobiography and 
pictures.  This is a great way 
for our youth to represent 
their Corral and ETI.  
Participants volunteer their 
time at several mandatory 
events as well as many horse shows; trail trials, 
parades, trail dedications, quarterly dinner 
meetings and fun events just for the Junior 
Ambassador Court such as the retreat!  Contact 
Michelle or any of the girls who have participated 
for more info on the fun activities. 

Trail Rider Award Program (TRAP)  keeps 
computerized logs on how many hours members 
are riding.  In this day and age, when trails 
are giving way to housing 
developments, it is crucial that 
records be kept on trail usage.  
ETI Corrals in all areas are fi nding 
themselves having to defend their 

riding areas more and more against encroaching 
civilization.  On several occasions, TRAP records 
have been instrumental in maintaining trail 
access. 

ETI TRAP acknowledges hours in the saddle 
with  shoulder patches & pins that can be 
attached almost anywhere.  The fee to join TRAP 
is only $12.00 (you must maintain current ETI 
membership); then the TRAP membership is 
maintained each year for only $6.00.  You will 
start by receiving the TRAP main shoulder patch 
and your log sheets.  As you achieve the hour 
goals additional patches will be sent to you.  Carol 
Elliott is the TRAP chair. Please contact (760) 963-
8209 or happy2appy@yahoo.com.     

Trail Trials:  An ETI Sanctioned Trail Trial consists 
of a trail ride, usually averaging between two 
and three hours, with trail obstacles along the 
way.  Obstacles are natural, or simulate naturally 
occurring conditions for the horse and rider to 
negotiate.  We now have a DVD from a clinic 
demonstrating obstacles and tips to compete or 
put on a Trail Trial.  It is   important to remember 
that the people doing the judging at sanctioned 
Trail Trial event are volunteers following the 
rulebook and are doing 
thwe best they can.  Safety, 
control, and common sense 
are the number one priorities 
for all ETI sanctioned Trail  
Trials.  Trail Trials are open 
to ETI members and Non-members.  There are 
three divisions:  Juniors for youth 14 years (as of 
Jan. 1st) and   under;  Novice and Open.  Please 
contact the ETI offi  ce  at (818)  698-6200 offi  ce@
etinational.com.

ETI National Programs


